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Guild Council 23rd October 2008

Executive Summary of Minutes
Reports Passed

· Resolutions Extant Report

· All Officer Reports
· Report from President

· Report from last year’s President

· Elections Report
Elections

Equality and Diversity Committee: Winning Candidates

· Johnny Davis

· Alex Wright
Elections Committee: Winning Candidate

· Daniel Sher

Student Groups Committee: Winning Candidates

· Cath Taylor

· Afzal Shah

· Kathryn Woodruff

NUS Regional Delegates: Winning Candidates

	Afzal Shah
	Hollie Jones

	Frank Wilcox
	Alex Totton

	Alex Wright
	Ed Sparkes

	Arsheen Rajpar
	Dora Merideth

	Hannah Lazell
	James Ogden

	Emma O’Dwyer
	Sam Gannon

	Fabien Neuner
	Tom Marley

	Lanre Atijosan
	James Long


Motions Passed

· Fly me to the moon

Changing Guild policy on air travel to allow air travel to occur as a last resort for officers, staff and student groups
· HE Funding: broke and broken
Supporting the NUS’s action on Student Funding
· One water one difference
Arranging the stocking OneWater in the guild and university
· The Student Loans Company
To express concern over the delay in Students getting their loan
· Let’s endorse the NUS Sexual Health Coalition
Endorsing the NUS Sexual Health Coalition
· Printing credits
Lobbying the University to provide printing credits
· The Housing Fair
To hold the Housing Fair before Christmas and encourage “staying calm” when looking for houses
· Services and Environment
To change the Residence Association role of VP Services to VP Services and Environment 
· The SHAC
Implementing a Student Housing Advice Centre within the Guild of Students
· NUS Reform
Supporting the proposed governance reform of the NUS
· You wait ages for a bus to come along – and then it’s cancelled
To research all funding routes to bring back the Night Bus
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Minutes for meeting of Guild Council – 6.15pm Thursday 23rd October 2008
List of Attendees of meeting of Guild Council on 23rd October 2008
	Sophie Bailey (Elgar Court)
	Kathryn Woodruff (Jarratt)
	Rachel Lomas (Maple Bank)
	Frank Wilcox (Prichatts Park)

	Rachel Tribbick (Tennis Courts)
	Sam Harrow (Biosciences)
	Arsheen Rajpar (Biosciences)
	Shoyra Kumar (Business)

	Asif Khan (Business)
	Tim Stilwell (Business)
	Stacey Nelken (Business)
	Sarwar Hussain (Chemistry)

	Muhammed Aasim (Computer Science)
	Damien Clark (Computer Science)
	Rob Hosking (Engineering)
	David Remington (Engineering)

	Kim Kopitch (Engineering)
	Abdul Alkhateeb(Engineering)
	Fergus Smith (GEES)
	Chris Blewitt (GEES)

	Jack Farmelo (GEES)
	Joanne Grainger (Hist)
	Rob Hunter (Hist)
	Dora Meredith (Hist)

	Ben Jackson (Hist)
	Anna Robin (Hist)
	Ed Sparkes (Hist)
	Daniel Sher (Humanities)

	Kitten Onwordi (Humanities)
	Danielle Cohen (Law)
	Alex Warents (Law)
	Miriam Felder (Law)

	Daniella Kotzman (Law)
	Johnny Davis (Law)
	Aaqib Ahmed (Maths) 
	Victoria Ross (Maths)

	Georgina Barrows (Medicine)
	Jim Philips (Physics)
	Paul Clarkson (Physics)
	Brigid Jones (Physics)

	Abdul Kadir Chaidhury (Social Science)
	James Williams (Social Science)
	Aron Lewis (Social Science)
	Anna Loosley (Social Science)

	James Long (Social Science)
	Alex Totton (Social  Sci)
	Preena Mistry (Social Science)
	Taimar Siddiqui (Social Sci)

	Cath Taylor (Social Science)
	Brooke Simons-Akwah (Social Science)
	Drissi Bakhkaht Ismael (Social Sci)
	Adam Kirk (1210)

	Joanne Hayward (Amnesty)
	Hong Hong Lin (Chinese Society)
	Cathy Owens (Engineers Without Borders UK)
	Sanjay Toora (Indian Cultural)

	Jonathan Boissonade (Bat Soc)
	Rob Somerville (Circus Society)
	Holly Roper-Newman (Erasmus and Year Abroad Soc)
	Afzal Shah (Islamic Society)

	Alina Monica Stef (Ballroom)
	Carl Washington (COGS)
	Sophie Marston (Frogsoc)
	Gamu Tauro (Church Central Students)

	Ushma Mistry (BEDSoc)
	Dean Cleaver (Computer and Video Games Soc)
	Ben Drabble (German)
	Anna Mitchell (Helpping Hands)

	Kunal Soni (Bharat Parivar)
	Tom Guise (Conservation Volunteers)
	Grace O’Toole (German)
	Clare Jenkins (JabSoc)

	Sam Allison (Breakin’ Society)
	Laura Smith (Dance Club Latino)
	Hannah Ward (GTV)
	Anna Yoshioka (Japan)

	Natasha Steele (Capoeira Society)
	Bryn Gough (Debating Society)
	Anjlee Soni (Hindu Soc)
	Abigail Goodman (Jewish Soc)

	Graeme Butlin (Carnival)
	Thomas Foulcher (Diving Club)
	Kirtsy Hommad (Hispanic Society)
	Dave Borland (Labour Students)

	Rachel Rogers (CathSoc)
	Martyn Wormald (Econ Soc)
	Lucy Pomfret (IAA Soc)
	Holly Pike (LGBTQ)

	Katie Lane (Change Ringers)
	Alex Wright (LGBTQ)
	Stephanie Cliff (Liberal Democrats)
	Jack Lewis (Links)

	Tom Saunders (Marrow)
	Sarah Jennings (Methodist Soc)
	Tania Garcia Chavez (Mexican)
	Dave Ryan (Motor Racing)

	Glyndwr Spence (NAPS)
	Joshua Blayney (Navigators)
	Paintball (Tom Farmery)
	Harrise Khan (Pakistani Cultural)

	Laura Worth (Photo Soc)
	Emily Weisfeld (People and Planet)
	Will Goldborne (Powerkite)
	Aaron Thomas (Powerkite)

	Tom Meyrick (Real Ale and Wine)
	Jessica Kim (Redbrick)
	Charmian Werren (Rock)
	Alex Smith (Roleplay)

	Leanne Mountford (Sci-Fi)
	Mary Burgess (Scout and Guide)
	Simon Paul Davis (Skydiving)
	Laura Telfer (SMPS)

	Peter Spencer (Socialist)
	Lauren Baker (Socialist)
	Erin Pockley (Spoons)
	Amina Malik (SOPS)

	Oliver Hassell (Student Advice)
	Shona Choudhury (Ten Pin Bowling)
	Josh NG (Trading Card Games)
	Sissi Pentila (UN)

	Nicholas Oram (Wayfarers)
	Derya Lawrence (Friends of Palestine)
	Beth Saffer (Niteline)
	Kiran Dhiman (SIFE)


Welcome from the Independent Chairs 

Steven Johnson in the Chair, Fabian Neuner as Chair’s Aid, Katie Wilson as Steering

· Role of Independent Chairs and Exec explained to new Guild Councillors

· Pointers on Conduct of the GC meetings given

· Voting cards explained and tested

· Count of quorum –106 voting Guild Councillors in the room – Meeting opened.

· Maiden speaking rights explained


Agenda items starred – 5b, 5o, 5k, 5h, 5c.

Vote to approve all unstarred items on agenda including all ratifications and Motions.  Vote Passed For – 85%, Against – 4%, Abstain 12%

Minutes approved

a).         Communications

VPDR – Governance Review

Guild Council is to be reviewed as part of the Governance Review. This is an all inclusive process and is intended to engage all members

VPS – NUS Delegate Elections

Nominations will open Monday 27th October. Any student can stand for NUS positions. The nomination packs will be available to download from the Guild Council website on Monday. People should get involved with this as it decides the future of NUS.

VPSAD – Student Development Podcasts

Will send information about how to get involved. The idea is to get more people involved with what students are doing in Brum.  An e-mail will be sent to societies.

b). 
Questions to officers, Questions and Suggestions

James Williams to VPEA – You mentioned on your manifesto the problems students have with WebCT and that you would look into this. Where are you up to?

VPEA – There was an increase in the number of students accessing WebCT during the first 2 weeks. Also, the software that’s currently used is reaching the end of its working life and so moving to blackboard which has an increased capacity. The university accepts that WebCT has neared the end of its life and has performance issues.

Sam Harrow to VPDR – How much did the Facebook ad cost for the recent elections?

VPDR – Ads cost $30 US Dollars. We got 130 clicks through to vote as a result.

Sam Harrow to VPDR – RE changes to nomination procedure, can we expect any more changes?

VPDR – Probably not. Changes that have been made: candidates required to provide written statements; answering questions relevant to their position; reducing the number of proposers required. This has made the process more accessible and it easier for people to stand.

Brigid Jones to VPEA – How is your campaign on Feedback and Assessment going as Birmingham doesn’t do as well in this area?

VPEA – Problems in this area often relate to the amount of time taken to get feedback. Over next few months, aim is to highlight some of the University’s best practice on feedback. I also want to put pressure on for a spread in this best practice.

James Williams to VPDR – Will the 2nd phase of Guild re-development cause closure of any of the Guild’s services?

VPDR – We are aiming to keep the full set of services open throughout the development but will keep Guild Council updated on the building re-development. 

Vote to accept all officer reports, Passed 70%. Therefore the Reports were accepted (For-70%, Against-6%, Abstain-16%) 
c). Report on Resolutions Extant
Motion: Now is the Library of our Discontent

The VPEA has been in conversation with the Library regarding provision at the Shakespeare Institute, and will continue to discuss this issue.

Motion: Guild Ethical Policy and Ethical and Environmental Committee

This Committee is in the process of being set up (along with the other new Guild Committees).  Elections for this committee for the two Guild Council positions will occur at the next Guild Council.

Motion: Guild Bye-laws

The new Guild Byelaws were approved by University Council in July.  They came into effect on the 1st August 2008 when the Guild incorporated to become a Company Limited by Guarantee.  We are currently working on new Guidance and Strategy Documents that will sit under the Byelaws to outline the more operational aspects of the Guild.

President explained why this vote needed to occur at Guild Council.

Vote to approve Elsie Bryant’s appointment to Trustee Board, not Passed. Therefore Elsie Bryant was not appointed as a Student Trustee of the Guild (For-48%, Against-34%, Abstain-19%)


Motions not starred and approved under Item 1:

Motion Name

Exec Recommendation

Vote Needed

    -
Printing Credits 
 Approval



Simple
    -
The Housing Fair
 Approval



Simple

    -
Services and Env
 Approval



Simple
    -
The SHAC      
 
 Approval



Simple
    -
NUS Reform     l
 Approval



Simple
    -
You wait ages for a 
 Approval



Simple
bus to come along

a). Election: Equality and Diversity Committee (2 Guild Councillors)

Candidates: Kitten Onwordi (KO)

         Johnny Davis (JD)

                      Alex Wright (AW)

         RON

Speeches:

KO– always a diversity champion. Glad Guild has a number of diversity positions but it’s important to get a mix. Has been on the LGBTQ committee for 2 years running. Was on the elections committee last year and would really like to be on the Equality and Diversity committee.

AW – was the LGBTQ Officer last year and has a history of achieving for diverse students. Has issues with box ticking. Diversity does affect participation. Guild are trail blazers on this issue – standard needs to continue.

JD – Got involved in Guild Council and the ARC last year. Feels lucky that as a gay student he doesn’t feel pushed aside and wants to make sure that everyone who comes into the Guild feels the same way.

Questions:

Bryn Goff (Debating) – What will you actually do if appointed to this committee?

JD – The Committee is in conception stages so it will be about putting forward my own views.

AW – The Committee is about looking at the processes within the Guild and University. We need to make sure all students feel safe.

KO – It’s important to feel safe and secure on campus and I want to make sure this happens. I’m glad we have anonymous marking practices in place but discrimination does still occur and needs to stop.

Emma O’Dwyer (LGBTQ Officer) – What do you know about access for lower income families?

AW – I seconded a motion last year on the performance of Birmingham in grants. Hidden course costs are a problem that needs work as VPEA is doing.

KO – I am from a low income background and have received a lot of support from the University. I represent Humanities students and therefore issue regarding hidden course costs and printing credits are very important.

JD - Hidden course costs are important and need to be discussed. I don’t know much more about bursaries etc, but would make sure I learn about this if elected.

b). Motion b – Fly me to the moon, Motion c – HE Funding: Broke and Broken

    a)
Fly me to the moon 
 
Guild Council Resolves:

1. To amend the Environmental Policy section 4.

2. Change 4.2 to read; “Air Travel should always be the last resort for Guild Officers and Guild Staff when on Guild Business, and for Student Groups, in accordance with their aims and objectives.”

3. Change 4.3 to read; “The President is responsible for ensuring that a procedure is in place to enforce 4.2 and to review all air travel decisions.”

4. To ensure that all air travel by the Officer Team and Student groups is offset.

Guild Council Mandates:

1. The Guild of Students to amend the Environmental Policy with immediate effect. 

2. The President to ensure that there are the necessary processes in place to review the circumstances that require the use of air travel.
      c)
HE Funding: Broke and Broken    
Guild Council Resolves:

1. To add the above text to the Guild’s policy.

2. To initiate further discussion on an alternative funding proposal to feed into the consultation currently underway by the NUS. 

3. To fully support the West Midlands Area NUS’ ‘Students in the Red’ day of action in November.

Guild Council Mandates:

1. The President and Vice President (Education and Access) to carry out the consultation on an alternative funding proposal and report to Guild Council on progress.
Election to Elections Committee

Role explained to Guild Council by VPDR

Candidates:
Daniel Sher (DS)
                   
 RON

Speech
DS - Accessed e-voting for the first time this year. Would like to put more effort into encouraging 2nd and 3rd years to vote; would also like to get more voting on Selly Oak campus. Is a quick learner and keen to be on the committee.

Questions:

Alex Smith – Part of the Elections Committee’s role is to make sure there is no foul play. How tough would you be on a candidate if they broke the rules?

DS – I would assess what the candidate had done and the severity of the case and take it from there.

Vote to elect Daniel Sher to Elections Committee, Passed 96% (For-96%, Against 4%)

     h)
One Water, One Difference   
Guild Council Mandates:

1) The President and the Vice President (Democracy and Resources) to liaise with Guild management, to arrange the stocking of One Water

2) The President and the Vice President (Democracy and Resources) to lobby the Spar management to stock One Water

3)  The President to update Guild Council on the progress of their negotiations at future meetings.
Election to Student Group Committee

VPSAD explained role.

Candidates:

Cath Taylor – Carnival (CT) 
Kathryn Woodroff – Jarrat Hall RA (KW)
Afzal Shah – ISOC (AS) 
Jon Boissonade – Roc Soc (JB)
Faizan Bhat – UN Society (FB)
RON

Speeches:

KW – It’s important to work with students and officers to ensure student groups are held accountable. The Committee should be providing support to students rather than just derecognising. Is involved in a lot of committees and doesn’t think it should get to the point that societies have to look outside of the Guild for support.

CT – Carnival Secretary-deals with the admin of the committee, Was elected to Student Activities Exec before it was dissolved and realises that it’s hard to get things done. Will be on students side.

JB – Wants to be on this committee as Roc Soc have been potentially derecognised every year  for three years for very minor issues so has an understanding of this. Would like to help students in this position.

AS – Can speak her mind and also ensure that student’s voices are heard. Would like to represent all members of societies in the Guild and would like to make policies more stringent when derecognising societies to help protect societies further. Would also like more societies to group together for activities where possible in order to meet more than one groups objectives – helps integration and getting to know one another.

FB – Experience of UN Society (part of a lot of Model United Nations conferences). Wants to encourage society collaboration (e.g. Upcoming conference at Brum where student groups can get involved)

      k)
The Student Loans Company   
 Guild Council Mandates:

3. The Vice President (Welfare) to take this motion, and the minutes of this meeting to the next meeting of the Student Loan Company Consultancy Group and report back to Guild Council the outcomes of this meeting.

4. The President to write to the Student Loan Company, expressing her concern regarding Guild Council believes 1 and 2.

5. The Sabbatical Officer Group to consider Guild Council believes 1 and 2 when submitting policy to NUS conference, 

6. The Sabbatical Officer Group to consider Guild Council believes 1 and 2 when feeding into the HE funding debate.

7. The President and the Vice President (Welfare) to update Guild Council on the progress of this.
Election for NUS Regional Delegates

President explained the role of an NUS delegate.

Candidates:

Afzal Shah                                      Frank Wilcox                                      

Alex Wright                                     Arsheen Rajpar                              

Hannah Lazell                                Emma O’Dwyer

Fabien Neuner                               Lanre Atijosan

Hollie Jones                                     Alex Totton

Ed Sparkes                                       Dora Merideth

James Ogden                                 Sam Gannon

Tom Marley                                      RON                        
James Long

Speeches limited to 30 seconds through procedural motion. 

      O)     Lets endorse the NUS Sexual    

               Health Coalition

Guild Council Resolves:

1.  That the Guild of Students endorse the NUS sexual health coalition

2. That the Guild of Students continues to run awareness activity on the issue of sexual health, including a sexual health week to be run annually.
Guild Council Mandates:
1. The VPW to write to NUS, declaring that the University of Birmingham Guild of Students endorse the NUS Sexual Health Coalition

2. The VPW to work with the NUS in the fulfilling of the 11 point manifesto
3. The VPW to facilitate Resolves 2

Meeting closed 20:55
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5. 	Elections and Motions 








4. 	Trustee Board Elections 








3. 	Questions, reports, communications and suggestions








2.	Approval of the minutes of the meeting of Guild Council held on Monday 16th June 2008





1.	Starring of the Agenda and approval of the Executive’s Recommendations
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