Motion: Support Physics Funding!

Guild Council Notes:

1. The Science and Technologies Facilities Council reports a shortfall in funding this year of £80 million pounds.
2. This will affect hundreds of jobs and hugely damage the UK’s international projects, both those that we are already part of and any future ones we wish to enter into. 
3. That young researchers in the field of astronomy will be particularly affected by this and that it will be hugely damaging to their fledgling careers.
4. At least two UK University physics departments face a serious threat of closure as a result of these cuts.
5. That as of 31st January 2008, 15,020 people have already signed the petition at http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/Physics-Funding/?signed=c05a671.f21578
6. That physics departments across the country, including our own, will be uniting in protest on the 15th February 2008 to raise awareness and encourage people to sign the petition.

Guild Council Believes:

1. That scientific research is vital, especially in the current situation of climate change.

2. That the funding cuts constitute a serious threat to UK scientific research.

3. That the UK government must reverse its decision to cut science funding.

Guild Council Resolves:

1. To support the University of Birmingham Physics department in their campaign.

Guild Council Mandates:

1. The Guild Executive Committee to sign the petition referenced in Notes 5. 

2. The Guild of Students to support the campaign by providing a link to the petition with an explanatory blurb on the front page of the website, (at least on the day of the protest but for longer if possible) to help raise awareness.

3. The VPEA to write to the Science and Technology Facilities Council (STFC) to express the Guild’s opposition to funding cuts.

Proposed: Heather Audley, President Poynting Physics Society, Student Rep, Physics and Space Reseach III 

Seconded: Brigid Jones, Physics III


         Steven Johnson Physics IV

