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Welcome to Student Reps

The Student Reps Scheme is a partnership between the Guild of Students and the University, giving students a chance to support others on their course and have a say within their School. As a newly appointed or returning Student Rep you will receive these newsletters monthly, keeping you updated with all you need to know about the Reps Scheme, the Guild and the University. For more detailed information about the Student Rep scheme and your role as a Rep please visit the website, where you will shortly be able to download the Student Reps handbook 08-09: http://www.guildofstudents.com/studentreps 
Benefits
We think that being a Rep is a great thing to get involved in – you can be sure that you are making a real difference to the other students in your School. On top of the feel-good factor, here are just some of the other benefits of being a Rep:

·     Accreditation for the work you do both through the PSA scheme and the Guild’s volunteering initiative. 
·     Access to training in a wide range of areas including communication and negotiation skills. 
·     Increased employability as you pick up a wide range of skills and experience through your work. 
·     Opportunities to get more involved through campaigns and forums or by becoming a Senate Rep. 
.     Invitation to the Guild’s volunteering ball and awards ceremony.
For more information on any of these things, or to get access to support during your time as a rep, please email studentreps@guild.bham.ac.uk 
Training
We are currently in the process of arranging training sessions for all Student Reps. These will take place on a College basis, eg. training sessions for all Student Reps within the College of Arts and Law. 

All Reps are expected to attend one training session, and there should be a choice of at least two sessions for Reps in each of the 5 Colleges. Details of the sessions available will be emailed out to you within the next few days, as well as being posted on the website (www.guildofstudents.com/studentreps) 

Once you know what sessions are available, please email studentreps@guild.bham.ac.uk to confirm your attendance at one of the sessions, as they will all be run on a strictly first come-first-served basis. If you cannot attend either session in your College, you will be able to attend a session at a different College, or if there are a larger group of you who can’t attend then we will try and arrange a more convenient session for all of you. Either way, please email the above address and we will try and make sure there is a session you can attend. 
Cakes and soft drinks will be provided at all sessions, which will last around 90 minutes.
Student Reps News


1.   Library

In response to the Libqual survey and students' frustrations with books listed on their reading lists not being available in the library, we have set up a new email address to allow you to contact us directly to tell us about these items. 
If you are having difficulty accessing the texts you need because there aren’t enough copies, all you have to do is email notinthelibrary@contacts.bham.ac.uk 
We want to make this as easy as possible for you, so there are no web-forms or mandatory information, but we do ask that you mail us from your bham email address, and give us as much detail as possible - the ISBN (and author / title to verify we have the right item), the module and lecturer for the course (and approx. no. of students on the module, if known). We will then contact your lecturer to check the appropriate number of copies and loan status, and will order the books as priority items.
For more information please visit http://www.library.bham.ac.uk/support/ordering/notinthelibrary.shtml  

      2.  Reading lists

Every department is required to submit their reading lists to the library so that library services can ensure there are enough books for those courses. However, library services get only 700 out of 4,000 reading lists. 
As a Rep, you’re in a great position to put pressure on your School to make sure they have submitted this vital information to the library. Make sure you bring it up at the next meeting – especially if you have had problems with not enough course texts in the past. 
                 3. NUS elections
Nominations have now opened in the NUS Delegate Elections. They will remain open until Friday 7th November. These elections will determine who represents Birmingham at the Annual Conference of the National Union of Students. For more information or to download a nomination pack visit our Elections Webpage or email democracy@guild.bham.ac.uk. 
Voting takes place on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th November online through the my.bham portal. Please encourage all students in your department to vote! For more information on this election visit http://www.guildofstudents.com/news/index.php?page=article&news_id=28375
University News
1. Muslim-Jewish relations in a climate of change' The Coexistence Trust University Campus Tour
Founded in 2005, the purpose of the Coexistence Trust-comprised of Muslim and Jewish Peers and MP's- is to promote and further dialogue, co-operation and good relations between Muslim and Jewish communities internationally. The Coexistence Trust is embarking upon a new University Campus Tour to promote dialogue between Muslim and Jewish student communities in the UK. Led by Lord Parry Mitchell  the road-show aims to explore the similar trajectories of the Muslim and Jewish communities in Britain through discussion with leading Jewish and Muslim figures in the Houses of Parliament. 
For more information visit:

http://www.newscentre.bham.ac.uk/event/2008/11/Coexistence_Trust_10_11_08.shtml
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